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ABSTRACT 

The report presents advance data on selected social, 
economic, and demographic characteristics of persons of Spanish 
origin in the U.S. collected in the March 1976 Current Population 
Survey, The text, tatles, and graphs cover size, composition, age, 
sex, residence, marital status, educational attainment, employment 
and occupation, incOite, and family characteristics. In March 1976., 
there were about 11 million persons of Spanish origin in the U,S,: an 
estimated 6,6 million of Mexican origin, 1,8 million of Puerto Ricc\n 
origin, about 700,000 of, Cuban origin, 800,000 of Central or South 
American origin, and 1,3 million of other Spanish origin. Of the 2,5 
million families, 2,1 million were living in metropolitan areas. The 
median age was 20.9 years; about 1335 were under 5 years ox age. The 
proportion of single men was higher tha. that of single women, Women 
were more likely to be divorced or widowed than were men. Only 39% of 
the persons 25 years and ovar were high school graduates; about 19315 
of all persons of Spanish origin had completed less than 5 years of 
school. The later force participation rate was 77% for men and 43% 
for women. About 2,2 million of the men were employed compared to 1.3 
million of the women. The most prevalent occupation for men was that 
of operative- including transportation. The median income was $6,800 
for men ana ^3,200 for women. One of every four families were below 
the low-income level, (NQ) 
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PERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN IN THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1976 



(*n. i -iiint pri'.t'nf. ,ujvjii(;»' ikitJ on st'h'Ltod sociiil, 
'•*'">' unir, .ifHj ')t.'rTi()i|f >i()f)u: chuf aclDri'Uics of pt;rsions of 
m!:.fi uinpfi Ml ihf. Un.l(?ij Slutos; ihi) diWi] w(.mo col lectiid 
in fhc \].\ti t\ ]()/[') Cunen; )f)iil.itu)n Suiv»?y. T\ui liihliis in 
""Mif! pft'.rnt il.it.i Uh •nn)r. of dll of ttio subciitugoriiis 
[••■! (it Spjni'.h (. ''ii 1^ ihoi IS, ()(;fsons of Moxiciin, 
f^' I'l. (.^iiImo. Ci'nltiil Of Soulfi Arn('nciif\ iuui otfiLT 
S|i,i;m-.ii Mf.n.n A fiioff (h'l.iiit'd rnfJOfi oii \\n) cfiarac* 
''•f i .t!' 1 »t ih.' .1' I K'f sons IS for IhcofiiifKj. 

I !.>'f (• vvcf (■ ,U)niji M fnilliofi j)(.'rsofi:i of Spiifiisfi ongifi in 
IJnttrd !.;!.it»". ni M.irch 197fi, witfi an iistimaied 6.6 
'^iil':»»'> o» (ficir) icfKirtiiui Mf^xicdn orujifi and 1.8 milliofi 
ft'poirof) Currtn f^c.m {)fK)in. Tflu total fujrr»bnr of porsofis 
of CiilMn (ifKjif* w.i'-. f'siifiuitf?d jt about 700,000, and 
P'-c.<ii)-. of C'litKii or South Anit.'rican origin at 800,000. 
Ai . ), ! .t(lditi')M.jl l.J inillioo pt?rsofis ri.'oorti.'d th(;y wc»f(? 
•'i 'in-' oituM '-^pjnr.li of i()irv 

lnj-.n;u( ii 'hr »»stifntites in tfiis ri)[)0ft are based on a 
uifTi()i.' stitvM'v, fh.'v ,itf' -.ubjoct to sampling error. Thi? 
■..irnpliiu) ••'\u>\ I, (iMtnlv .) niffiisutL' of tfif? variations that 
ot:( III t)v i.t]jru;r b'i;.iust' i SiifTiph.' rather than a complete 
i:»Mr.n'. r.-n . jfi ,i t ton is usi.'d to surv(?y the po[:)ulation. Thus, 
l)t'(MU'.(' «)t sjtnpl-Mfj I'lrof, ttie estimate of the number of 
Mt.'fMJtv. *)f Spjnisli <ui(|iri [)rf.'sented tn tfiis report deter- 
mint". .1-, mirrval of conf nlfMu:*.*. For example, if c complete 
'ii-n.ir. iM'.t*'id of .1 .jfn[)l(.' siirvt.'y had l)een taken in March 
JO/f'i, ifitM" .K.' (i8 i:t\iru:''s out of 100 (one standard error) 
f^^ar rlx' » * i.ui would show a tvUal number of persons of 
Spanish .'iM)!n »v.'lno tfii' rafKjf.' of 10.8 to 11.4 million 
P''i-.t>n'. t^l:,^ !), jful 95 chances out of 100 (two standard 
fh.i; Pi^.' i:t'nsir, !ntdl would be between 10.5 and 
II / null ■■ tt^ I CM ",i >f\',. 

hi til!. r,.j>f);t ,)!! •;t atrnv.'ntr, of comparison between 
•'"•'"Ti.tP"-. .11.' .tatrjti-.HIv sif)nifir.af)t at the two standard 
"Hof l»'v»'i Ml-. •ur.]ir. tp.jt thf?re aie 95 chances out of 100 
110 <)!)! ?0} thai a fli fir'rcnce s[)ecified in the text 
iiidu !t»'% ,j f I rliffff ►'fii.*' in ifn.' ()0|UJlation. 

A, . ,,rd.o(| :r. th.' Matt:h 197G CPS there were 2.5 million 
vifjiii in thi." United States. Most of 
J' - mi l:.'. ■. Mij in nietropolitiui areas with thr? 

/ '''"'l ■ c'rUfdi cith.'s of thesc areas; thLis, 

)b'. i\ I I ; ijKulu^-, of Spani'ifi oriqfn-84 percent of 

Sp.rii.f- .tf..;'n iafnili,-, were living in metrof)olitan 
ica. .Mmc'^v". rht'K' wa'i mafk<?d residential preference 
i"">'"i 'af'-fj-.tf :<•:. (){ S[>anisfi origin farriilies. For 

i'"''. *af" ii''- -^f M»'\;(:afi origin, the majority of whom 
•v"0 i" •!:■■ :;. r.' = i .v'sr if t)u» United Stiites particularly m 
'-la'''. '>f f'^- ' iM.i. CilifotriM. Colorado, New Mexico, 
f'd ,v.-' nu)\>^ Pi'tiai to r"sidefice outside of 

■«'t' i(t,)i;;jii );•.]•, ifijr) wTi' f<jf]iili(?5 of Puerto Ricao 



origin. About 23 peictMit of all Mexican familt<?s in the 
United States lived in a norimetropolitan area compared to 
only 3 percent of all Puerto Rican families (table 2). 

The Spanish origin [)opulation is a young population 
relative to the overall population; for example, the meciian 
age of persons of S()anish origin in March 1976 was 20.9 
years com[)ared to a median of 28.9 years for the overall 
population. Fortfiermore, about 13 percent of all persons 
of SfJanish origin were under 5 years of age, but ofily aoout 
7 [jercent of the total United States population was under 5 
yi»ars of age (table 3) . 

The March 1976 survey indicated that the proportion of 
single men of Spanisii origin is higher tlian the proportion 
of single women of Spanish origin— this may be because 
men, in general, usually marry at a later age than women. 
Furtfiermore, women of Spanish origin were much more 
likely to t)e divorced or widowed than were men of Spanish 
crigin; one reason for this is that irjen are more likely to 
remarry than worrien (table 4). 

The overall population was ahead of thn Spanish origin 
population in educational attainment. Ab G4 percent of 
all persons 25 years old and over we nh school 
graduates; 39 fjercent of Spanish origin persor: . /ears old 
and over had achieved that level of education. Fi, • ormore, 
although only about 4 percent of all persons 2b years old 
and over in the United States had completed less than 5 
years of school, about 19 percent of all persons of Spanish 
origin had completed less tlian 5 years of schoo'. 

Differences in educational level were Oiso af)parcnt 
among categories of Spanish origin persons. For example, 
the Mexican origin category had the highest proportion 
with less than 5 years of school completed; in contrast, a 
greater proportion of Cuban origin persons. 52 percent, had 
completed 4 years of high school or more than had Mexican 
or Puerto Rican ongtn persons, 33 percent and 30 jiercent, 
res[)ectivt?ly (tal)le 5}. 

The labor force participation rate (the percent of the 
civilian nonmstttutional population 16 years old and over 
that is in thi.* lalxir force) was 77 percent for Spanish origin 
m(?n. The ratti varied, fiovvever, between men of certain 
Sjianish ongtn groups; for exam[ile, Puerto Rican men had a 
lower labor force participation rate (67 percent) than did 
men of Mexican ongm (79 percent). 

Approximati.'ly 43 [lercent of S[un>sh origin women 16 
years old and over wt;re in tiif? lai)or force as of March 
1976, and, like Puerto Rican men relative to Mexican ninn, 
Pumto Rican women had a lower labor force participation 
rat*?- 31 |)ercent -than did women of Mexican origin. 44 
pf.MC(»nt. 
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Figure 1. Number of Persons of Spanish Origin by 
Type of Spanish Origin: March 1976 
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In Miifi.li HJ/t), llx'ft? wr.'m s'jhst.inlially mc)r(Mmi()loy(;(j 
S[UMn-.h orifiin ruon tfun t'fDployod Sptinisfi origin woiTion; 
i\\)0[^t ?.2 million rn»?n of S[)ijnisli ()ri<jin w(?u? (?mf)loytfd 
comruirfMl to .ihout 1.3 million Sfnmish oricjui womt?n. The 
uni?rn()l()Vfn«;nl rjt<.' for rnun Spanish origin jt 11 
per(:»?nt, howoviu, Wiis r)ot statistictilly significant from thiit 
of Spanish ornjin vvornj»n, 13porcont, 

Arnofuj ali onu)loy».Mj Spanisfi origin mon. thi? nu)st 
prt'vaUMit occupation was that of optMJtiv<?, inckuiing 
transportation. But amoruj sek'clod catogories of Spanish 
origu) rn«!n, occupiitional dif ffMorux's occurrocJ; for examf)lt?: 
a .■.ijl)Staritially gn;att.*r pro[)()rtion of Mexican origin mon 
o^erff ♦jniploye(J as fiirm workers -8 p<.'rc(?nl-^ than wimo 
Pn«»rto Rican mt»n-3 perci?nt~or m.'n of other Spaiiish 
ongin conil^irifMl, 1 p<»rc(Mit (lahlijs 6 and 7). 

In 1975, nvdiiin incoiTie' of m^n) of S[)anisfi origin was 
$0,800, al)()i.jt douhlc the median income of Spanish origin 
wornerK iit $3,?00. Althoinjh only 37 percent of Spanish 
oruiio rnen fiad rncome of less than $5,000 in 1975, about 
71 percent of w(jrTU.'n of Sf)ar)ish origin fiad income of less 
than $5,000 (table 8) 

Fhtf median iruiome in 1975 of all families in the United 
States was coru.idi.Ttibly higher, at $13,700, than the 
rT>edian iricorne of farrulies with the liead of Spanisfi origin, 
at $9,600. Moreovfir, differences in family income also 
existed betw(?en types of Spanisfi origin families. For 
<.»xample, the median income of families with the head of 
Mexican oriipn was higher than that for families with the 
head of Pij^^rto Rican origin, and families of other Spanish 
ortgin coml)ined had a sut)stantially higher income than 
ejtfier Mox'car) or Puerto Rican origin families (table 9), 

Al)out 630 thousand families with the head of Spanish 
origin, orm o^ every four S[)an ish-hoaded families, were 
below the lovy income level tn 1975. However, there were 
(iifferences in the f)roportr>ns of low income families of 
Spanish origin t)y type of Spanish orifjir,: although only one 
of every six faniilies or Cuban origin were of low-income 
status in 1975. one of .:very four families of Mexican origin, 
and ontj of every three famiiifjs of Puerto Rican origin 
were below the low-income level in that year (table 10), 



'hi prtn^.'iM'uj th,' (},.jt<i coIUH:tL'd iii t^1f' March 197GCutTfint 
pDuul.iunn S^K-i'v. tht' 8uriMu of tho Census utrli/ed a nf?w 
cnmpul'M i»ff )t:t»<.stnq ^ysItMn flirsiont'U to take tnaxiniurT> advantaq*? 
(jf ff>t» hti'^Mu's ♦• i^tKKultMi cDrnptirff capjljilities. The rf.'vistid systum 
(ilso tfu:(if not .jt»'s iTLifiy irnf"0\<'^JrTvnts m thi? procedurL'S used to 
proa.'s'i ttit' tijtii. f t>r J (hMtiili.'d Lii!;cus*;f()n of ihuso iniprowfTients 
rt»q.»f fjiru) thf i ;.u:»'ssinc) o\ inconxj duta S''^' thf- ruport: U,S. Btrreiiii 
of ih.. O't.,.;. Current Population Reports. St'r\()<. P-(>0. No. 103, 
MiMi.'v lt\.:(> .jn.'l P(w^'rry Stiitu*; ot FiUTMhi^*; ond t'f.'rsons »n tho 
Unil'Ml Sr.>r<'s 1';)/^) .H>d 1974 fU'vi'^ion*,," lArlv.jna? Report) U.S. 
Gov«'( fif in»nj F'nr.tm'.i ()fhi>.'. VVii-ihirujldr' D.C . 1970 



Information in tins re()orl on piMsons of Spanish on(jir> 
was ol)taMiifd from resp()rv.e to the followinq (juestion: 



Whet is your oriqin or descent? 



0) GerinjM 10 'Ctin-AiiM^'ican 

02 ILilian 1] Ctucniio 

03 Insli 12 Mexican 

04 French 13 Mnxicano 

05 Pohsh 14 Piieito Ric:iii 

06 RiJssKKi 15 Cuban 

07 English 16 Central or South American 

08 Scottish 17 Other Spanish 

09 Welsh 20 Negro 



21 Black 
OR 

30 Another group not hsted 



^• CPS*S97 tj.s. DEPARTMENT Of COMMERCE 

OOClAL AND ECONOMIC STATi^i^^iL'^ AOMtN. 

ORIGIN FLASHCARD 
CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY 



Persons of Spanish oriqin were persoris who reported 
themselves as Mexican^American, Chicano, Mexican, 
Mexicario, Puerto Rican, Cubari, Central or South Ameri- 
can, or other Spanish oriqin. Persons who reported them- 
selves specificjl^y as Mexican-American, Chicano, Mexican, 
or Mexicano were consolidated into the one category, 
Mexican. 

The numbers in this report are in thousands arid were 
rounded to the nearest thousand without being adjusted to 
group totals; herice, the sum of the parts may riot exactly 
equal the total shown. Also, because of rouriding, the 
figures may differ slightly from table to table, and 
individual percentages may not always add to 100 percent. 



EKLC 



Figure 2. Spanish Origin Population by Age and Type of 
Spanish Origin, for the United States: March 1976 
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Figure 3. Metropolitan— Nonmetropolitan Residence of 
Families With Head of Spanish Origin by Type of 
Spanish Origin of the Head: March 1976 
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Table 1. POPULATION OF SPANISH ORIGIN BY TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN FOR THE 

UNITED STATES: MARCH 1976 
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the < rnsu;; t*f'sult would bc» contained in tlio ono-standard error interval frivcn in this table. 



Fable 2. RESIDENCE OF FAMILIES WITH HEAD OF SPANISH ORIGIN BY TYPE OF SPANISH 
ORIGIN OF THE HEAD. FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1376 
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Table 3, TOTAL AND SPANISH ORIGIN POPULATION BY AGE AND TYPE OF 

FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1976 
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Table 4. MARITAL STATUS OF PERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN 14 YEARS OLD AND OVER 
BY TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN AND SEX. FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1976 



(Numbers in t liousnnds ) 
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T<ible 5. PERCENT OF TOTAL AND SPANISH ORIGIN POPULATION 25 YEARS OLD AND OVE.l BY TYPF 
OF SPANISH ORIGIN, VEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED, AND AGE, FOR THE UNITED STATES' 
MARCH 1976 
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Table 6. BROAD OCCUPATION GROUP OF EMPLOYED PERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN 16 YEARS 
OLD AND OVER BY SEX AND TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN: MARCH 1976 
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Table 7. EMPLOYMENT STATUS AND MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP OF THE SPANISH ORIGIN 
POPULATION 16YEARS0LD ANDOVER BYSEX AND TYPE OFSPANISH ORIGIN. FORTHE 

UNITEDSTATES: MARCH 197c: 
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Table 8 INCOME IN 1975 OF PERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN 14 YEARS OLD 
AND OVER BY TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN AND SEX, FOR THE UNITED 
STATES: MARCH 1976 _ _ 
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■ 111, ;mi' 1 ■ ' ■ f 1 . 1 ; 
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Table 9. INCOME IN 1975 OF ALL FAMILIES AND OF FAMILIES WITH HEAD OF 
SPANISH ORIGIN, FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1976 



Fami ly 


income 


Tola 1 
I* am i 1 LOS 


Families with head of Spanish origin 


Total 


Mexi can 
o r L 1 n 


Pvierto 
Hi can 
origin 


i*^ 11 h A n 

origin 


Other 
S panish 
origin ^ 


Total fami lies. . . . 




56,245 


2,499 


1,442 


436 


187 


434 


Percen t 




100. 0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


Less than .J4,000 




8.0 


i D , J 


1 c: Q 








$4,000 to 36,999 




12.4 


19.8 


19. 2 


27.8 


13.6 


17.1 


OOO to :^9 999 




12.8 


17.0 


17.6 


18. 1 


11.4 


16.6 


$10,000 to $14,999 




22.3 


22. 6 


22.2 


20.4 


26.5 


24.9 


$15,000 to $19,999 




18. 7 


14.2 


15. 1 


7,2 


17.6 


16.6 


$20,000 to $24,999 




11.6 


5.8 


5.4 


3.6 


9.7 


7.8 


$25,000 or more.... 




14. 1 


4.9 


4. 5 


2.8 


7. 1 


7.6 


Me^iian income 




.1'13,719 


$9,551 


.;9,r)-16 


$7,291 


$11,772 


$11,067 



Includes Central or South American and other Spanish origin. 



Table 10. LOW-INCOME STATUS IN 1975 OF ALL FAMILIES AND FAMILIES WITH HEAD OF 
SPANISH ORIGIN BY TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN, FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1976 

! Numbers in tiiousaiuls ) 



Or igin 


Total 
population 


He low the low- 


-income level 


Number 


Percent 


Total families 


56,245 


5,450 


9.7 


Families with head of Spanish origin 


2,499 


62 7 


25. 1 




1,442 


381 


26.4 


Puerto lUcan 


436 


146 


33.5 


Cuban , 


187 


32 


17. 1 


Central or South American , 


181 


33 


18.2 


Otlior Spanish 


253 


35 


13.8 


Families with heari not of Spanish origin... 


53,745 


4^823 


9.0 
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